
North Liberty 

Community Pantry  

2 Educational Activities 
The Pantry provides education for families in food production, 

preparation, and nutrition. We provide resources and education to assist 

families in producing  and preparing their own food. We encourage 

healthy eating habits by providing nutrition information, taste-testing, 

ensuring healthy foods are available at the Pantry, and live 

demonstrations. This year we are creating a comprehensive plan to 

continue our education programing that will transcend the Pantry and 

ripple throughout the community. 

Summer Lunch & Fun 
The North Liberty Summer Lunch & Fun program is hosted on the 

Ranshaw House lawn and organized by the North Liberty Unity 

Coalition.  This program runs for 10 weeks. The Pantry helps 

coordinate programing on healthy eating and living and provides 

volunteers to help prepare and serve food throughout the 

summer. NL Summer Lunch & Fun will run June 6 through August 

12, 2016. Contact the Pantry if you want to volunteer or host an 

activity at events@northlibertycommunitypantry.org.  

Growing Together Garden 
Produce from the Garden helped fill Pantry shelves and the free Pantry Farmers 

Market and was prepared for families and volunteers to sample.  Volunteers and staff 

provided education about how to grow and prepare vegetables in the Pantry and at 

our educational events. Kids planted tomato and pepper plants they took home at our 

Container Gardening class, families learned about honeybees and monarch 

butterflies at our Pollinator Party, and families harvested their own tomatoes and 

peppers before preparing them at our Salsa Making Class. In the 2016 

growing season, we will be installing a drip irrigation system, a raised 

bed with perennial flowers and herbs, hosting a new class on canning, 

and partnering with the North Liberty Public Library to start a community wide seed library. If you would like to 

get involved with the garden, email garden@northlibertycommunitypantry.org. 

A view looking westward across the 

Growing Together Garden mid-summer. 

Volunteers at the 2016 

Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner.  

Handy Helpers host “Chili Tasting” 

to celebrate National Chili Day 

using pantry ingredients. 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 

Volunteers 
We’ve done the math; the time our volunteers contribute is valued at over $250,000 or 5 1/2 full-

time employees. This year, we honored many volunteers who have accumulated (to date): 50, 100, 500, 

1000, 2000, and 3,000 hours with us. If you want to join our incredible volunteer team, email us at 

volunteer@northlibertycommunitypantry.org.  
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89 N. Jones Blvd., North Liberty, IA 52317 

Phone: (319) 626.2711  

Email: director@northlibertycommunitypantry.org 

www.northlibertycommunitypantry.org 

We Believe: 

Everyone has the right to be free from hunger. 

Everyone deserves to be treated with dignity and respect. 

Families need community support to be successful. 

Families have the right to self-determination. 

The community has a role/social responsibility in providing for their members. 

Everyone deserves healthy nutrition choices, along with the access to knowledge and 

resources to implement healthy eating.  

Pantry Garden Coordinator, Ilsa DeWald, teaching 

a container gardening class at the Summer Lunch 

& Fun program.  

An outreach ministry of the First United Methodist Church of North Liberty  



6:00-8:00pm 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

2015 brought with it a tremendous amount of impact and change here at the Pantry. From the launch of the 

Growing Together Garden to the expansion of education opportunities and community partnerships, thank  

you for being neighbors helping neighbors.  
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Upcoming Events 

OVER 13,000 
Articles of clothing distributed 

730 Average visits 

each month 

Over 299,000 
Pounds of food & toiletries distributed 

57 

Educational  

activities 

offered 

629 

Volunteer hours 

89 

Percent of 

families that say 

the Pantry 

provides at least 

one meal a day 

3,900 
Total meals served at the North Liberty 

Summer Lunch & Fun Program 

770 
Pounds of produce 

harvested & 

distributed from the 

Growing Together Garden 

Over 11,000 

Families served 

IMPACT OF NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS 

MAY 

06 
MAY 

09 

MAY 

19 
JUL 
ALL 

MONTH 

JUL 

09 
JUL 

09 
AUG 

19 
OCT 

15 

New Volunteer Orientation 

Golf Tournament 2016 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. Tee Time  

 

Pantry & Garden Open  

Volunteer 
3:30-6:00 p.m. 

2nd & 4th Monday of the Month 

Container Gardening Class 

Thanksgiving in July 

Turkey Trot 1 mile, 5k, 10k 

8:00 a.m. 

Blues & BBQ 

Back to School Socks & 

Underwear Distribution 

Annual Coat Distribution 
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Articles of Clothing Distributed 
In 2015, the Pantry distributed over 344 socks and underwear during 

the annual spring socks and underwear distribution and another 290 

during our back-to-school distribution. The 2015 winter coat 

distribution served over 270 children and adults. Over 11,000 

additional articles of clothing were distributed 

from the pantry throughout the year. Clothing 

continues to be a need in our community, so if 

you would like to donate, we always accept 

children’s clothing (in-season).  

(More details on community impact on next page) 

Former AmeriCorps member, Brandy 

Smith, setting up for the spring 2015 

socks and underwear distribution. 

OCT 

23 Stone Soup Supper 

MAY 

18 
Tina DuBois’ Farewell 

Reception 

For more information on events,  

email us at  

events@northlibertycommunitypantry.org 
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2 Pounds of produce 

available per visit 

It takes nearly 30 volunteers to run 

the annual coat distribution. 

STAFF UPDATES 

COLONY PUMPKIN PATCH 
The Colony Pumpkin Patch 

located in North Liberty 

featured the Pantry in their 

corn maze design in the fall 

of 2015. They included the 

Pantry name into the maze, 

and they also donated a 

portion of the season’s 

proceeds to the Pantry!  

Photo Courtesy of Colony Pumpkin Patch 

A FAREWELL FROM EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR, TINA DUBOIS 

Steven Williams, Special Projects & Marketing Coordinator— After getting 

acquainted with Pantry and finding my place within this operation, I’m now 

focused on harnessing a stronger presence within the community and beyond 

by showcasing the work being done at the Pantry and around the community. I 

will foster relationships through planning and implementing special 

distributions, healthy eating education, and in-depth client feedback. 

Ilsa DeWald, Volunteer & Garden Coordinator— In our second growing season I 

am focused on better communicating garden impact, volunteer produce 

handling training, and improving our volunteer and educational opportunities 

to include families from all sectors of the community. In October 2015, I took 

over duties of Volunteer Coordinator for the Pantry including managing the 

volunteer schedule, recruiting and supporting volunteers, and leading 

volunteer groups. I will continue building relationships with volunteers in the 

Garden and in the Pantry.  

4:30-6:30 p.m. 

I have been with the Pantry for more than ten years, and I will be leaving May 

31. There have been incredible changes. The Pantry began in 1985, and I 

came a year into the first major expansion of services (July 2005). The first few 

years I was a student and volunteer at the Pantry and I assisted the volunteer 

Pantry Coordinator to find stability, create a Board of Directors, hire staff, and 

meet increasing community needs. I was then hired as a staff person and the 

next few years were spent planning, fundraising for, and constructing a new 

facility. The last few years we have been enhancing the services we provide 

including focusing on healthy food preparation, increasing healthy food op-

tions, and food production. We have always striven to provide the best services 

possible to the families we serve. In 2009 we adopted our vision and values 

statements. In the last year we have reached our vision to become the model 

for other community food pantries as reported by colleagues and leaders in 

community pantries. The guiding force of the Pantry, whether looking forward 

to the short-term or the long-term, has been our mission, vision, and values.  
 

I am now stepping aside to live more closely aligned to my personal values by 

spending more with my children during their formative years. The Pantry will 

continue to make a positive impact on Neighbors Helping Neighbors for years 

to come. Thank you for helping to make this an  

incredible journey yesterday, today, and tomorrow. 


